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INTRODUCTION gee . 


Immediately following the war, Germans living in the American Zone, 
expressed little enthusiasm for politics or political activities. 
But, under the stimulus of the first elections between January and 
June 1946, an increase in political interest was observede This 
quickly tapered off. Two years later, faint interest had grown 
faintere 


The study reported here was undertaken by ICD Opinion Boon in 
Ootober 1947, to got more understanding of attitudes toward political 
affairs eee do people assooicte politics with the reconstruction 
offort e+. would they personally hold a political job oes can the 
people exert any influence on polition] parties eee and should thoy? 


In order to answer these questions, Opinion Survoys had its staff 

of trained German interrogators interview o soiontifically sonstruce- 
ted oross-Seotion of ovor 3400 Germans living in tho UeSeZone and 
in tho Amorioan, British and Fronoh Seotors of Borline 


SUMMARY eee 


le Opinion i Aletaca on tho issue of whethor or not on inoreasod 
interost in politics “would he nee _in fie rooonstruetion of Gormany ee e@ 
eee Sie BO i would holps 3 sist it would note wxplanations 
most often given for tho fees attitude aro: "I havo no more 


oonfidonce in politios;" "to work for the rooconstruction is 
_ more important than politics," 


2~e Seven in ten Amzon Gormans (70%) say they would turn down 9 
responsiblo politioal offioa Word olfored onde in 
oontrast & SAY PWECLRCET a Ww ngness to work an hour 
longer to roconstruot Gormanye Poople who think that ao 
hoightonod intorest in politios would aid in tho roconstruotion 
aro considorably moro likoly to say thoy would tako a politioal 
job, than aro the pooplo who think that groator politioal 
intorost would not holpe 


Se Onothird (34%) think that the pooplo cannot influoneo tho 
aotivitios of politioal partilos. eeioveny about twoethirds 


go) say thas in tho Sunes 10 op Lo should esacaars va '_mOoro 
nfiuonod on politioal Laotivil rUloas 


Rp Beene MSM, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https ://archive.org/details/germanopiniononpOOunse 
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CAN POLITICS AID RECONSTRUCTION?: eee 


Amzon Germans aro divided on the question of what effect a greater 
interest in politics would have on the reconstruction of Germanys 
Four in ten (41%) think that if more Germans were politically in- 
terested, 1% would help in tho reconstruction, ond about the same 
number (36%) say an inoreased interest would not helpe this question 


was askedge 


"Do you think it would help in the reconstruction of 
Germany if more Germons would take an interest in 


politios?" 
Yes 41% 
No 36 
Don! + Know 23 
100% 


As Table I in tho appendix indiontos, the poople who are most likoly 
to rogard an intorest in politiog as a constructivo influonce are. 
‘thoso living in oities ovor 250,000 population, or 4n tovms betwoon 
6,000 and 10,000; people who prefor tho KPD or SPD; profoesional 
peoplo, businessmen, and offiolalsy poople in tho uppor and uppor 
middle soclo-oconomio groups; those having botwoen 9 and 11 yoars 
education; those over 50 yoars of age, and mene 


It is significant that those who said in largest numbers that an‘ 
interest in politics would not help in Germany's reoonstruotion 
are former mombars of the Nazi party (48%), and poople having 12 
years or more schooling (51%)@ Those two groups appoar to be the 


most skeptical about the value of politionl notione 
"Cured" ot, Politics ese 


When the people who said thot a grenter interest in politios would 
not aid reoonstruotion efforts wera.asked for thoir reasons, the 
largest nunbor (11% of tho total) said that thoy had loat their 
sonfidenoe in politios. Another 6% said that politios only brings 
disoord.e Answers to this quostion are grouped in the following 
categories: Le 


11% I havo no more confidence in politics; I am ourod; all are 
_ frightened by politics; nobody knows what to dos now thoy 
are punished becauso thoy had a political opinions wo wero 
promisod democracy, and after three yoars, wo can soo only 
misory and wante 


Olitios; Work wili bo bottor for usy tho firet thing 
ts Go reconstruct Gormany, then eomo politics; to most 
of tho pooplo tho way of oarning money and gotting food 
4s moro important than politioss tho most important 
reconstruction is hindorod by politioal disoussionse 


6% Politics only bring disoord; many parties only split UBy 
thoy will novor agrove 


2% Politics should bo loft to thoso who aro capablos only a 
fow pooplo really undorstand politios; politicos aro nothing 
for women; only capablo poople should act as politicians 


3% Tho Gorman peoplo aro not ripo for politicse 
2% Political ordors arc fiven by tho Alliose 


10% To worl for tho roconstruotion is mora impor tant than 


1%° Loaders will do what they want anyways : 
“1% Yhoro is olrcady too much talk about politicse 
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POLITICAL JOBS NOT FOR MOST GERMANS eee 


on On ee ee ee es 


Most opposed to talking a politioal job aro roesidonts of tovms under 
1,000 populations paople who favor none of tho existing political 
partioss; housowivoss those having no ocoupatifon; thoao having 8 years 
or loss cduocations; young people between 20 and 29 yoars old; and 
womene 


Conversely, those who show the groatost interest in taking a political 
job aro pooplo already holding official positions ee» 61% of this 
group expressed a willingnoss to take a responsible political office wee 
as did 50% of the indepondont businessmen and 38% of tho professional 
mone Among Amzon people favoring KFD, 57% said they would tatco a 
political. job, and 38% of thoso favor ing SPD, Sizoable numbers of 

tho wollecducatsd; psoplo botvoon 70, and 79 yoars of ago; mon; and 
thosoa in tho upper end upper middlo socio-oconomic lovel, answered 
that they would ucecent ao political jobs Moro Nucrttomborg=Badon 
rosidonts said thoy would tako.a politioal job, than did poople 

living in Bavaria ond Hesse. (Seo Table II in appondix) 


Why Rofuso o Politiionl dob? eee 


Three out of ten (29%) say they wouldn't want a politionl job because 
they have no time, ere toc ‘roung, too busy, or not capable enough, 
Another 257% explained their refusal oy their bad experience with 
politics deriae recent yoarse 


The following answory were gzivon when Amzon Germans (70%) who said 
they wouldn't want a political job were asked for their reasons; 


29% TExouses: No time, too younz, too busy, only for men, 
not capavle enougine 


25% Gonorai_ rejection « of politics: bad experiences during 
recent oe “Oo work is more important than political 
playing; some time Jater it could be turned against mo; 


BRR p aha “eran so be responsible in the futures 


10% Sporinl hiadurine diffioulties: I am not healthy onoughs 
ide ain old und oannot wnlk, 1 am not a Germane 


4% Not intorested in politioss 


ae 


2% Not intorestod in politios undor tho prosont conditions: 
Tt oll doponds on tho Amorfoans and linglishs 1 would do 


4t 4f any party would show domooratio notion, as long as 
tho Russians aro hore, I'm not at all intorostode 
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Politioal Versus Eoonomic Reconstruction {gue 


Tho fact that almost three-fourths of the Amzon population would 
wash their hands of all political jobs does not mean that this 


large @ number rejects all responsibility for the reconstruction 
of Germanye 


Whon the queetion: "Would you be willing to work an hour longer 
evory day for the reconstruction of Germany?" was asked, 82% of 
oll those queried expressed willingness to do so¢ 


Evidently people would prefer longer working hours to political 
rosponsibilitye 


if a& porson thinks that & proator Intorost in politios would 
aid in tho reconstruction of Suropo, he is oonsidorably moro 
ote ob, than 46 tho person 


Tikoly to say ho would toko a {fica 


RT RO AG Be ! e 
who fhinks % at Roreceeeer tt Onl aot vity would havo no 
Bonofioiol offaotae ae 


PARTIES 


Of tho pocople who think groator 
political activity would holp in 
tho rooconstruotion eee 


44% would take a political job 
56% would not take a political job 


OF TH FROPLE eee 


~ 


Of the people who think groater 
politioal ootivity would not : 
holp in tho roconstruction eee 


21% would tako a politioal job 
79% would not take o political 
job 


According to one-third (34%) of tho Amzon population = and almost 
half of tho Borlinors (47/3) = tho poople oannot influoneo the 
aotivitios of politioal partiose That this is not.tho way most people 
would havo it, 19 shown by tho foot that about twoethirde (63% 

of tho Amgon rosidonts and ovor throoefourtha (78%) of tho Bore 


linors think that in tho futuro tho pooplo shculd havo mora ine 
'fluonee on politioal Oo tIVITLOS Thoso two quostions woro askods 


"Have you the improssion that today tho poople oan 
influonoo the activitios of political partios?" 


Amzon Berlin 
Yos 38% | 43% 
No 34 47 
Undooided 28 10 

100% 160% 


"In tho future, should tho pooplo havo moro influonoc 
on politioal activities, or not?" 


Amzon Borlin 
Yoo 63% 78% 
No 13 13 
Undooildod 24 Oe 
TO% 
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In cortain groups tho propondoranco of opinion is that people 
can influence party politiose Listed are those groups in which 
large proportions of the people think the activities of political 


parties oan be influenoede 


q 
Offiatals o0©6¢ @ © © 8 
Whito oollar workors e « « e 
Skilled workers « « « e ‘ee e 
Profossionnl pooplo » « © e « 


Those living dn odties 

batwoen 100,000 = 840,000 « 

Those proferring eee KPD eo « 
SPD +4 « 
LDP/DVP 


thinking people oan influence 
“politioal activities 


ee32ese2® 


Those having 9 & 11 years education 
Those betwoen 20 = 29 yoars old 


Men eoeeee#ee 8 @ @ © © @ @ 


Don't Liston eee 


68% 
61 
61 
44 


60 

64"KPDe Mieuros aro baaod 
50 on 37 onsose 

43 

48 - 

45 

47 


Those who think that the poople cannot influence the activities 
Replies tend to divide 
the blamo between tha partics and the people eee 14% answered 
that party leadors don't liston to tho wishes of tho pooploees 
6% said tho pooplo aro passivo, not yot politically ripo, and 
another 5% answered that tho people had no more oconfidenoe after 
thoir bad experiences with politicse 


of political parties were asked "why?" 


are as follows: 


14% Parties don't listen to t 


Answers to this question 


eople; 


he p p they. always do what 
fhoy want: The parties are absolute; ér the leaders 


are chosen, then nover care for what the people wante 


6% Tho people are passive; not yet politically ripe: 
The Germans arén't domocrats yet; they don't know 


about politios, and don't care for ite 


5% Tho peopla have no more confidence in politicos after rece gt 
bad exporionocs: Everybody holds himsolf back, for ho 


doesn't want to bo punishod; thoy've all soon tho 


oonsoquonoos of polltiose 


2% Pooplo havo no intorost under tho rosent oonditions: 
Thoy oro too passivo and tired by tho torriblo noods 


hunger rulos out politios; they only think of foods 


svery party wants somothing olso; 


intoreste 


ee ts) 
eS Se 


2% Partios aro not oapablo; thoy can't oomo to an agreement: 
ae t il the prosent partios are 


not worthy of confidonoo, therefore tho pooplo havo no 


Othor answers ond undeoided 


Everything doponds on tho Military Govornmont: 
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Pooplo Should Have More Influence eee 


Although about two-thirds of the Amzon Germans think the people 
should have more influence on political parties, as many as 24% 
are undecided about this issuee Add to this number the 13% who 
believe that the people should not have more influenoe, and it 
results in a sizeable minority who do not domand a fundamental 
democratio prerogatives 


People most likely to be undecided about this issue are those on 
relief (46%); in the lowor socio-coonomio group (37%); women (35%) s 
those with seven years or loss education (32%); housowives (35%); 
those with no occupation (32%); those undecided about which poli- 
tical party thoy profor (57%); and those living in towns under 
1,000 population (33%). 


In gonorol, the groups of poople who are most likoly to think that 
the poople should have more voice in political affairs, also think 
that the people can have such a voice. Independent businessmen are 
a notable exception, however eee 83% of this group think that the 
people should have more influence in the future, whereas 65% think 
that at the present, people oan not influence political partiese 


Very large majoritios eee at loast three-fourths of tho people in 
the followinz groups would like to see the people have more to sa 
n political activitiese Probably not all the groups want the 
German governmont to bo returnod to German hands for the samo reasonSece 
some votes, undoubtedly, roprosont a longing for o chango in tho 
prosont situation ee. some, a recognition of democratic responsibility. 


% thinking people should have 
more political influence 


Officials oeeee#@ ¢@ @ © @ @ 89% 
Independent businessmen » « « « © « ¢ 83 
Professional people ee e «ee«seeos 8&8 
Independent oraftsmon  » Re ete Pre BL 
White collar workers «© « « e « © * e 81 
SikPLIGQiworkers sig § 4 % 4-8. oS 79 
Those in upper social status « « » « 8&4 
Those preferring eee KPD*+ « » « « e 89 
LDP/DVP 4 6.4 77 
SPD e° . e.86©° 75 


Former Nazis 6 s¢«eecesevvvev teed 

Those having 12 or more years education 6&2 
Those having between 9 & 11 years educe 80 
Marrven. gy tee i) bee) a elrete 6 é et 60/8 
Those living in towns over 250,000 2.78 
Those living in towns between 5 & 9,000 76 


*KPD-Fieuros are based on 37 oases, 
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AUPoPi oN Dolo. 
, Table L 
"Do you think it would help in tho reconstruction of Germany 
if morc Germans would take an interost in politics?! 


Yos No Don't Know 
AMZON 41% 36% 237 vee 100% 
Bavaria 39 3h, 27 
Hosso i 43 38 19 
Wucrttomberg-Baden 4d 39 20 
Borlin 50 43 if é 
Size of Place 
Under 1,CCOQ population 33% 37% 30% 
Lp ie) eva, oP) 37 28 
23000 = 4,999 42 = “Bh 2h 
5,CCC = 9,999 52 33 15 
LOSCOC=99 5999 43 mi 20 
LCC, COC=249 3999 47 h2 ad 
25C,CCO and more 48 ED) Le 
Political Purty 
SFD 53% BLA 13% 
KPD * 65 2h 11 
cpu/CSU a eo LTD 2h 
LDF/DVF L8 i2 in 
No party proforonco 32 Mer GL 27 
No opinion 23 28 49 
NSDAP_affiliition 
Party mombor 2% L8% 10% 
No affiliation . ss 33 26 
Occupation 
Profession sl 5CS ys 6% 
Independent businossmon: 53 42 5 
Officials 59 36 5 
Independent craftsmon 46 42 12 
White collar workers 46 hh 10 
Skilled workors h9 43 8 
Scmi-skilled workers 45 Bi 21 
Unskillod 37 37 26 
Farmers LO 37 23 
Housewives 32 33 35 
No occupstion 40 31. 29 
Socio-Sconomic Status 
Upper & Uppor-Middla 5s 42% MS 
Lowr-lfliddlo 45 43 Le 
Upper-Low.r pk 35 24 
Lower=Lowor 32 32 36 
On Relief 28 22 50 
Eduction 
7 yours or less 3535 33% 32% 
8 yours 42 36 22 
. 9 thru 11 yoars on 4c 9 
12 years ind more Ld pie 5 
fe) 
ae AS cy 39% 11% 20% 
30 = 39 35 © eC 25 
Ke 49 38 38 2h 
5C.= 59 46 34, x0 
& ~ 69 45 3C 25 
7 =~ 79 LO 22 38 
Sox | 
Mon A? 43% 1¢% 
Women 35 31 3h 


* KPD© Figures should bo intcrproted with cauticn, 
as thoy are bused on as fow 4s 37 casos. 
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TABLE II 
"Would you tuke a responsible political position in 
your (connunity) (region) if you were asked to?" 


Yes No  — Don't Know 
AMZON 2955 70% 1% eee 100% 
Bavaria 28 72 8) 
Hesse 27 72 1 
Wuerttemberg-Baden 34 66 @) 
Berlin oh 69 0 
Size of Place 
Under 1,000 population 19% 80% 1% 
1,000 - 1,999 D2 67 0 
2,000 = 4,999 29 (2! 0 
5,000 = 9,999 38 62 ) 
10,000=99 999 3/, 65 1 
LOO 000-249 999 37 63 9) 
250,000 and more ip rie Pda (6) 1. 
Political Purty 
SFD 38% 62% 0% 
KPD 4 57 43 0 
CDU/CSU 33 67 0 
LDP/DVP . 9 61 0) 
No Party Preforence 7 83 ) 
No Opinion 24 76 0 
NSDAP Affiliation 
Party Member . 35% 65% 0% 
No Affiliation 29 70 a 
Occupation 
Professional 38% 62% 0% 
Independent businessmen 50 50 0 
Officials 61 39 0 ‘ 
Independent craftsmen 3 6h, 0 ' 
White collar workers 3 a 0 
Skillod workorag CMe tf ) 
Somi-akillod worlwura 3h 66 9) 
Unskillod as {s' 69 1 
Farmor 28 (fe Ry 
Houscwlvos 20 80 fe) 
No occupation 20 80 0 
Socio-Econoni.c Status 
Uppor & Uppor-iiddlo Lhd 56% O% 
Rowor-tii.ad Q 34 Sy : 
cr-LOWer 
Donor Lowir 25 i 1 
On Relic 2 nu 
Education 4 x 
oars or loss 28% 2% % 
f yoars 2 < 3 0 
q hru ll yoars 3 2 Q 
2 yoars and more 2 @) 
4 (9) 
20 ~ 29 wri ie ue 
4 * i i i 1 
8-3 ie Rim sere 
70 = 79 ay 59 2 
Sox j 4 , 
—~\on LOjo ) O% 
Women a1 79 0 


* KPD- Figures should be interpreted with caution, 
as thoy aro basod on as few us 37 cases. 
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. How The Study Was Made 


The data in this report are based upon attitude surveys conduoted 
by Information Control Division's Opinion Surveys Seotione 


Tho staff of tho Opinion Survoys Seotion 48 composed of professionally 
trained analysts and technioal experts, field offioers, and a group 
of specially trained German interviewers. 


The basio steps in conducting a study are as follows: 


le The questionnaire is prepared in consultation with Division 

or Branch heads who are most olosely concerned with the problem 

under invostigation.s The studies are usually designed to 

produce evidence which is zone-wide in its impliootion.s But special 
segments of the population or special areas are also studied on 
occasione 


2e The questionnaire is pro-testod. That is, the questions aro triod 
out on small groups of Gormang to dotermino whothor thoy aro meaning= 
ful and undorotandable to the wide variety of types of Germans to be 
atudlode 


Se The sample to be survoved is keyed in with the design of the 
studye 9 number ol poop lo to bho interviewod, and prooedures to 
ensure that those interviowed form a representative miniature of 

all the poople undor oonsideration, aro teohnioally doterminode 

For this study, representative samples of residents in 225 olitios, 
tovms and villages wero intorviowode Together thoso interviows 

of 3000 pooplo form a composito pioturo of the adult population 

(18 yoars old or moro) of tho Amorioan Zonos In addition, 500 poople 
interviewed in Borlin make up a ocross-seotion of tho adults living 

in tho British, French and Amorican sectors of tho citye 


4, Intorviews are conducted in the homes of tho soiontifically 
solootcd respondentse Appointments aro made for tho intorviowors 

to oall at tho homes to moot partioular respondontse If tho 
appointment is not kopt in tho first instanoo, two, or ovon throo 
ooll-baoks aro mado to find tho solootod porsone Absoluto anonymity 
40 assurod onach intorviowooe On tho avorago, intorviows tako about 
ono hour to oomplotios Rapport botwoon dntorviowor and tha parson 
boing quostionod goon far jn obtaining frank rosponsos but intornal 
oonsistonoy within tho intorviows and othor ohooks aro oxaminod for 
ovidonco about tho oponoss of tho rospondontse 


5e Constant suporvision of tho intorviowors, oarcful and dotailod 
briofing of thoir work assignmonts, aro providod boforo and during 
onoh stago of the fiold work by tho Amorioon fiold offioorSe 


6e ‘Tho questionnaires are assomblod in the Hoodquartors office 

and are processod to punch cards for machine tabulatione Analysis 

of such tabulations involvos comparison of the rosults of quostioning 
various groups of people, such as men and women, young and old, the 
well-educated and poorly educated, etoe In addition, replies to 

one question are oross-tabulated with replies to other questions. 
Specialists in opinion resoaroh analysis write the final reports. 
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